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Hidden Treasure

Lost Menlo Park Fire District Logo
Found 44 Years Later

Fire Mechanics Steve Strom and Rudy Torres along with Division Chief Ben Marra, who
supervises Feet Services, were shocked and surprised to find the Fire Districts former apparatus
door logo behind a Juliaetta VVolunteer Fire Department door sticker on a 1956 Seagrave Fire
Engine the District had re-purchased in 2010.




The Fire District had sold the open cab 1956 Fire Engine to the Juliaetta VVolunteer Fire
Department, located in Southern Idaho, in 1974 when it was replaced with a newer Engine. In
Juliaetta, it responded to an average of 40 calls per year in a Town with a population of just over
600 residents, until it was replaced as their only front line fire unit around 2000.

In 2009 Juliaetta Fire Chief Mike McGee contacted Chief Schapelhouman asking if they
“wanted the Engine back”. It was in rough but decent shape and it was running, but sounded
wrong. The Fire District negotiated a $4,000 purchase price and a donor came forward to cover
that payment.

The unique style and lines of the 1956 two person open cab Seagrave apparatus with new side
doors for safety, helped to replaced smaller, prior open cab units with no doors built from the
1930’s to 1950’s. Unique to each unit with passenger and driver doors, the Menlo Fire logo was
hand painted with real gold leaf when it arrived and it was not a factory item.

The Seagrave Company manufactured Squads, Engines and Ladder Trucks that could all be
found as front line response units in all six of Fire District’s Stations from the 1950’s to the
1970’s. They then became reserve units and/or were replaced and sold off through the 1980°s
when even larger, partially enclosed, flat nosed, four person cabs began to replace them. With the
motors now located under the cab, the simple standard half rocker “Menlo Park” and horizontal
“Fire District” on all new apparatus doors replaced the hand painted, gold leafed, Maltese cross



(fire service symbol) with the American eagle atop the cross.

Fire Chief Schapelhouman said “little or no thought was given to keeping even one of these
pieces of fire apparatus, let alone the unique and hand painted door logo’s, which are actually
each works of art. There wasn’t enough space in the Stations for these old work horses anyway
and although I was sad to see them go when | started here in 1981, having heat and air
conditioning in an enclosed cab protected from the elements was a huge improvement.”

After the old 1956 Fire Engine arrived, it was discovered that the motor was on its last leg. Time
was spent looking for parts to overhaul the unique dual V-12 motor with little success. Finally, a
new motor was located on the East Coast which was in good shape but still needed to be rebuilt.
It took well over a year because of other full restoration projects ahead of the District that had to
be performed by an ever disappearing group of people who actually know how to rebuild these
types of motors.

Once the new motor was completed and arrived, the Fire District’s Mechanics worked on pulling
out the old motor and replacing it with the new one when they had free time, which wasn’t very
often. It also required fabricating some parts and getting creative at times. Finally, the Engine
was brought back to life and safety checked. Finding a place to have it painted here in the Bay



Area was problematic due to its size, so it was decided to try and clean it up and buff out the
paint. Taking off the old VVolunteer Fire Department sticker was part of that process when the
“discovery of a lifetime” was made.

“The sticker actually served as a shell that entombed the old Menlo Fire logo. The high quality
paint and gold leafing also made it so strong that it stayed intact. We all got goose bumps when
we uncovered it like a time capsule. To think that it was sealed and preserved for 44 years and
nothing like it exists on a single piece of Fire apparatus that is left today, that’s very special and
really unbelievable” said Division Chief Ben Marra.

In summary:

Chief Schapelhouman added “when | started here in 1981, these two person Rescue Squads
were used to handle medical calls or replace the Fire Engines when they broke down. When that
occurred, five of us would ride on the unit, two in front and three of us hanging off the tail board.
Honestly, it was both exhilarating and dangerous, but few things could match it. The sound of
the siren, air horn, and the driver double clutching, hoping to find the right gear. You could also
hear the radio traffic over a single speaker that was turned up load enough for everyone for a
hundred feet to hear it. From the back tailboard, or our elevated perch, shoulder to shoulder
with my crew, it was like being on a chariot ride, watching the slow single revolving red warning
light and the driver maneuvering through traffic, at times jolting you forward, side to side or
backwards into a small sling strap looped over your shoulder and across your back so you
wouldn’t fall off. Finally, we would often first see what was far ahead, a column of smoke from a
fire, a rolled over vehicle or some other emergency where the Captain would yell back to us
what he wanted us to do on arrival....that’s what I think of when | see this old classic. We are so
fortunate to have it back home for everyone to see and enjoy from a time and era now long
past.”
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